Conpress of the Wnited States
MWashington, DE 20515

May 5, 2015
The Honorable Jeh Johnson The Honorable John Kerry
Secretary of Homeland Security Secretary of State
Washington, D.C. 20528 Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Johnson and Secretary Kerry,

We are all horrified by the massive earthquake that has left thousands dead and many more
injured in Nepal and throughout the region. Nepali people living in the United States should not
be forced to return in the midst of devastation, and we urge you to extend Temporary Protected
Status to this community.

Temporary Protected Status (TPS) is designed to grant protection to foreign nationals living in
the U.S. when extraordinary circumstances make it difficult for them to return to their homeland.
Specifically, the statute says that TPS may be granted when there are “extraordinary and
temporary conditions in the foreign state that prevent...nationals of the state from returning to
the state in safety.” We believe the widespread damage, uncertainty, and turmoil in the area meet
these criteria, and that TPS would be of tremendous help in this situation to allow the Nepali
government to focus its efforts on safety, recovery, and rebuilding.

According to media reports, almost the entire army and police has joined the rescue and recovery
effort, highlighting that the country’s focus is — rightfully — on protecting and securing those in
the area at the time. In addition to the extensive damage and loss of life, there is a continuing
danger to the area with aftershocks and shortages of water, food and electricity, as well as the
danger of diseases beginning to spread. It clearly would not be safe or humane to expect Nepali
nationals currently in the U.S. to return to their homeland at this time.

TPS has often been granted in similar circumstances after severe natural disasters abroad.
Allowing Nepali nationals that are here in the U.S. to remain here temporarily is the safe,
reasonable, and compassionate thing to do, and we hope you will act swiftly to provide this
reassurance to the Nepali people in a time of great distress.

We thank you for your attention to this urgent matter and appreciate your prompt consideration
of this request.

Sincerely,
GOSEPHCROWLEY  \ CEMENG A~
Member of Congress / ber of Congress
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Member of Congress
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MICHAEL M. HONDA
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

445« PZQ/L

BOBBY L. RUS
Member of gress

MARK DESAUENTER
Member of Congress
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MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO
Member of Congréss

BILL PASCRELL, JR.
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

BE\DywE

BAUL TONKO
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BRAD SHERMAN
Member of Congress
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ADAM B. SCHIFF
Member of Congress

SHEILA JACKSONJLEE
Member of Congress

UISE MCIXTOSH SLAY@HTER
Member of Cdngress
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Member of Congress
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STEVE ISRAEL
Member of Congress

MAXINE WATERS
Member of Congress
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mber of Congress

DANNY K DAVIS*
Member of Congress
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ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
Member of Congress

B0 NNIE WATSON COLEMAN
Member of Congress

MARK TAKAI
Member of Congress

TULSI GABBARD
Member of Congress
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T —SETTE D. CLARKE
Member of Congress

JERROLD NADLER
Member of Congress
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DANIEL T. KILDEE
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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